presentations are absolutely up to date, with a high proportion of recent references which make this book a stimulus to further reading. Although aimed at student, trainee and clinician, it will be found most useful by the latter two groups and should certainly find its way into departmental reference libraries throughout the world. DENYS V I FAIRWEATHER Fundamenta Medicn' by Friedrich Hoffmann translated and,introduced by Lester S King pp xxvi + 142 illustrated £3 London: Macdonald 1971 New York: American Elsevier The science of medicine, as measured by the successful application of the basic sciences, reached a crisis in the seventeenth century. Galenic theories were crumbling and Aristotelian logic was being assailed. What replaced them for some two centuries was mechanistic theory based on mathematical logic. Medical systems so based became the objective of those who saw no limits to the medical application of the works of Descartes and Newton. Of these Friedrich Hoffmann was one, and Dr Lester King, who is well known for his contributions to the development of medical thought, has presented us here with the first English translation of Hoffmann's 'Fundamenta Medicinaw', published in 1695. This work demonstrates the enormous gap which then existed between the sciences of physics and physiology of that time, let alone medical diagnosis and treatment.
Probably written as teaching notes for his lectures at Halle University, Hoffmann's book adopts an aphoristic form for his statements. In the physiological section he cites views recognizably derived from Galen, Sylvius, Lower (whose experimental ligation of the inferior vena cava is described), Stensen and Harvey, to mention only a few. However, his greatest debt both in method and 'data' was to Descartes. In this work Hoffmann emphasizes the importance of the movement of the body fluids in health and disease. In his final view, however, as expounded in his 'Medicina Rationalis Systematica' of 1728-40, he lays chief emphasis on the 'fibre' as the origin of the motion of body fluids, particularly the heart muscle fibre, thus transferring importance from fluid to solid organs, and stressing the significance of tonus, spasm and atony in health and disease. These views Cullen used later in building up his own influential system of medicine. This translation is very welcome for the insights it brings into Hoffmann's medical thought at the end of the seventeenth century, though these were not his final, most influential, views. It will be invaluable to many English-speaking historians interested in the perpetual struggles of scientifically minded physicians to fill the gap between their science and their art. KENNETH This is a beautifully produced monograph by a surgeon who has taken a special interest in the orthopedic aspects of spina bifida. A new problem of the western world is the large-scale survival of children with myelomeningocele due to increased skill in neurosurgery, particularly in controlling an increasing hydrocephalus.
Mr Menelaus, who has analysed with great care his personal series of 430 patients, is au fait with all current thought on the subject, but is careful to avoid being too dogmatic on matters in which he has not himself been concerned: for instance, he states that many children early in the series had no repair of the spinal lesion, and others had the sac excised at various ages depending on the differing views of their surgeons; so he does not enter the controversy about whether early excision of the sac has a beneficial effect on the neurological state of the legs. He feels that elimination helps the parents' psychological adjustment; this aspect of the problem is stressed in the monograph, and his 'Hints for Parents' is really a very full explanation of the disability and treatment written in terms understandable by the layman but in no way patronizing. The Spina Bifida Clinic at the Royal Melbourne Children's Hospital is second to none in the world, and the methods ofexamination, recording treatment, and evaluation described are a model for those tackling this whole problem. This field is rapidly progressing, and some of the views expressed may well require alteration, but progress will be most certain from centres where management is on these broad lines.
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